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More of the same in 2013
The streak of sales increases is expected to 

continue when this survey comes out again 

in 2014. Distributors are excited for another 

strong year in 2013. This time, 88% of 

survey responders expect sales to increase 

in 2013, while another 8% say sales will stay 

fl at. In 2012, wholesalers worried about how 

business would be shaped by November 

elections. This year, distributors did not 

note any major red fl ags.

“Our 2012 was up over 2011 and we 

are expecting our 2013 to be up over 2012 

in all three divisions,” says Jack Stapley, a 

vice president partner of Mesa, Ariz.-based 

Farnsworth Wholesale. “We are encouraged by 

the signs we see in the economy. Goodbye to the 

past fi ve years. Hello and welcome to the next 

fi ve years.”

Major news from 2012
• Respected industry veteran Morris 
Beschloss joined Supply House Times as a 

columnist and was honored with the 2012 

Fred V. Keenan Lifetime Achievement Award 

at NetworkASA 2012 in October.

• HD Supply sold its industrial PVF 

business to Shale-Inland Holdings, an 

affi liate of investment fi rms Tower-Brook 

Capital Partners and The Stephens Group. 

• Ferguson acquired New York City-based 

Davis & Warshow in a stock transaction. 

• American Standard named Jay D. Gould
as its new president and CEO.

• Briggs Plumbing Products management 

team, led by Bob Robison and Chuck 
Dockery, purchased the company from its 

Chile-based parent company Cisa. Briggs is 

now a fully-owned American company.

•Affi liated Distributors promoted Jack 
Templin to president of its industrial supply 

division. Jeffrey S. Beall was appointed 

president of PHCP divisions.

• WinWholesale acquired Kansas City, 

Kan.-based Midwest Industrial Sales and 

rebranded it Kansas City Winfastener 

Co. The company also opened a new 

facility in Bismarck, N.D., called Bismarck 

Winnelson. It’s the company’s fourth 

location in North Dakota. Distribution 

centers also were opened in Middletown, 

Conn., and Aurora, Colo.

% of Business

Keys To Rankings:                   
P&H = plumbing and hydronics     PVF = pipe, valves and fi ttings; municipal waterworks; PVF controls    

HVACR = heating, air conditioning, refrigeration and controls     NA = Not Available
* Editors’ estimate

 All sales ranked in U.S. dollars

THE RANKINGS
$500 million or more

$100 million - $499.9 million

$50 million - $99.9 million

$49.9 million and under

Rank Company City State/
Province Branches Showrooms  Employees P&H PVF HVACR

100 Acme Refrigeration 
& Kaiser Supply Baton Rouge LA 17 0 107 0% 0% 100%

101 Wholesale Supply Group Cleveland TN 35 35 250 53% 0% 13%

102 Central States Group Omaha NE 4 0 71 0% 100% 0%

103 George T.Sanders Company Wheat Ridge CO 14 1 130 85% 10% 5%

104 Republic Plumbing Supply Norwood MA 9 5 120 60% 10% 30%

105 Robinson Supply Fall River MA 7 4 98 10% 0% 90%

106 Riback Supply Columbia MO 21 3 160 41% 5% 35%

107 *VAMAC Richmond VA 0 0 0 NA NA NA

108 Metropolitan Pipe & Supply Cambridge MA 1 1 68 50% 50% 0%

109 Worly Plumbing Supply Columbus OH 4 4 85 95% 4% 1%

110 Collins Pipe & Supply East Windsor CT 7 0 65 0% 100% 0%

111 WSM Industries Wichita KS 6 0 176 0% 0% 75%

112 Dealers Supply Forest Park GA 15 5 130 0% 0% 100%

113 Illco Aurora IL 8 8 90 15% 20% 65%

114 Best Plumbing Tile & Stone Somers NY 4 4 90 5% 5% 10%

115 M Cooper Supply Mokena IL 1 1 68 45% 45% 5%

116 JABO Supply Huntington WV 4 2 82 20% 70% 10%

117 Central Plumbing Specialties/
Grande Central Showrooms of NY Yonkers NY 4 4 70 50% 20% 20%

118 City Plumbing & Electric Supply Gainesville GA 8 7 110 60% 0% 0%

119 *A&M Industrial Rathway NJ 0 0 0 NA NA NA

120 Eastern Pennsylvania Supply Wilkes Barre PA 10 4 103 30% 17% 24%

121 Columbia Specialty Long Beach CA 5 1 85 10% 90% 0%

122 Bergen Industrial Supply Elmwood Park NJ 1 0 58 0% 90% 0%

123 Mid-City Supply Elkhart IN 6 6 73 30% 25% 40%

124 Consumers Pipe & Supply Fontana CA 4 0 48 0% 100% 0%

125 Reeves-Wiedeman Kansas City MO 18 0 75 80% 20% 0%

Source: Supply House Times/BNP Media Market Research 2013

Premier 125  NOTES
Some interesting numbers from the 2013 Premier 125 survey results:

• The state with the most Premier 125 
companies? It’s a tie between Texas and 
California with 11 each. Illinois was next 
with 10.

• Ferguson leads the way with the most branches (1,300) and employees (18,000). No.3 Watsco has 
the second-most branches with 573 and MRC Global reports the second-most employees at 4,750.

• Ferguson is the total sales leader in the Plumbing & Hydronics market followed by WinWholesale. 

• MRC Global is the top sales leader in the PVF market followed closely by Ferguson.

• Watsco leads the way in total sales among HVACR companies for 2012, followed by Portland, Ore.-
based Johnstone Supply.
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