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until job creation takes hold and gains consistent 

momentum.”

Mike Michel, VP of marketing at R.E. Michel 

Co., said, “We shall continue to grow in 2010, having 

already opened one new location with two more on 

schedule for this year.”

Bill Duggan, president of Republic Plumbing 

Supply (Norwood, MA) shared, “I see a slow recovery 

in 2010 as people catch up with maintenance projects 

they have put off for the past year.”

Steve Bellar, president of Thrifty Supply (Bellevue, 

WA) noted, “It will be very diffi cult to keep sales in 

2010 the same as 2009. The market really seems to be 

getting slower.”

George H. Sapna II, president of Penco Corp. 

(Seaford, DE) said, “New construction in the Mid-

Atlantic region ground to a halt, as did bank lending 

and credit availability to builders and plumbing 

and HVAC contractors. Unemployment was and 

continues to be the biggest problem, creating fear 

and uncertainty throughout the market place. The 

fi rst quarter has been a bust due to the economy, lack 

of jobs and record snowfall. Hopefully the spring 

construction season will see a turnaround. We feel 

a great mistrust of the federal government. The 

administration and Congress appear to be completely 

out of touch with reality and totally out of control. 

We need change, but not what we are getting now!”

According to Dennis Goode, CEO, M. Cooper 

Supply (Mokena, IL), the 2010 fi scal year will show 

minimal improvement but positive growth.

“The lingering challenges of the severe recession 

will continue into 2010,” said Christopher M. Perry, 

president/CEO of Vamac (Richmond, VA). “However, 

with focus and a well-executed business plan, a 

respectable growth in sales, profi ts and market share 

is available.”

Albert Brown, CEO of Metropolitan Pipe and 

Supply Co. (Melrose, MA) noted that the commercial 

plumbing and heating business, particularly for 
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