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Wolseley Canada is now being integrated into the 

Ferguson business with opportunities identifi ed to 

increase trading profi t through access to infrastruc-

ture, sourcing and pricing matrix management. 

Atlanta-based HD Supply sold its wholly residen-

tial lumber and building materials business in 2008.

“We were No. 6 in the market, but No. 1 only in 

two states,” said Joe DeAngelo, CEO of HD Supply. 

“We like to be in the No. 1 or 2 position so we elected 

to divest ourselves of that business.”

SALES TRENDS
 “The difference between the 2007 and 2008 fi gures 

(for the total PHCP wholesale market) is surprisingly 

small,” said an industry observer. “Of course we 

know that the recession hit in 2008, but its impact 

on the wholesale industry did not really kick in 

until very near the end of 2008. Combined sales 

volume of November and December was down 11% 

from 2007 to 2008. In the other 10 months, the net 

difference between the two years was less than 1%.”

The sharp variation in housing starts between 

2007, when starts totaled 1,353,700 dwelling units, 

and 2008, when the total was 940,300 units, is not 

reflected in the wholesaler sales figures, the ob-

server noted. 

“This anomaly is even more striking when we look 

at 2006 housing starts: 1,800,700,” he added.

We calculated how many of the top 25 

wholesalers in each segment reported sales 

increases and decreases in 2008. Among the top 25 

wholesalers in the HVACR segment, 12 said sales 

were down and 13 saw a sales increase; among the 

top 25 in Plumbing & Hydronics, 11 had a sales 

decline, 12 had a sales increase and two reported 

flat sales; among the top 25 PVF wholesalers, eight 

saw a decrease in sales, 15 enjoyed a sales increase 

and one reported flat sales.

The Canadian Institute of Plumbing & Heating 

said December 2008 was the best month in more 

than fi ve years, based on results of the December 

Wholesalers’ Sales Report produced by the Profi t 

Planning Group. Total product sales were up 13.8% 

vs. December 2007 and year-to-date total product 

For Canadian whole-
salers, December 2008 
was the best month 
in over fi ve years. 

THE RANKINGS

Keys To Rankings:                   
P&H = plumbing and hydronics     PVF = pipe, valves and fi ttings; municipal waterworks; PVF controls    

HVACR = heating, air conditioning, refrigeration and controls     NA = Not Available

Source: Supply House Times/Clear Seas Research/BNP Media 2009

% of Business

$500 million or more

$100 million - $499.9 million

$50 million - $99.9 million

$49.9 million and under

* Editors’ estimate

 All sales ranked in U.S. dollars

Rank Company City State Locations  Employees P&H PVF HVACR

51 Hirsch Pipe & Supply Co. Van Nuys CA 13 264 95 5 0

52 Trumbull Industries Warren OH 6 261 48 15 0

53 Northeastern Supply Baltimore MD 31 305 59 5 26

54 American Refrigeration Supplies Phoenix AZ 33 227 0 0 100

55 Auer Steel & Heating Supply Co. Milwaukee WI 7 194 3 0 93

56 PACE Supply Corp. Santa Rosa CA 8 275 65 20 5

57 Andrew Sheret* Victoria BC 21 NA NA NA NA

58 Century Holdings Houston TX 23 230 5 0 95

59 Johnson Supply* Houston TX 23 NA NA NA NA

60 Robert-James Sales Buffalo NY 9 134 0 100 0

61 J.H. Larson Co. Plymouth MN 10 210 7 5 13

62 Express Pipe & Supply* Culver City CA 13 NA NA NA NA

63 Irr Supply Centers* North Tonawanda NY 28 NA NA NA NA

64 Redlon & Johnson Portland ME 16 245 56 24 8

65 ABCO Refrigeration* Long Island City NY 16 NA NA NA NA

66 Blackman Plumbing Supply* Bethpage NY 12 NA NA NA NA

67 Connor Co.* Peoria IL 23 NA NA NA NA

68 Bruce Supply* Brooklyn NY 4 NA NA NA NA

69 Ameripipe Supply Dallas TX 10 181 0 100 0

70 Portland Group* N. Billerica MA 13 NA NA NA NA

71 Crawford Supply Co. Morton Grove IL 24 180 60 5 25

72 Wolff Bros Supply Medina OH 10 260 35 0 15

73 Central Supply* Indianapolis IN 4 NA NA NA NA

74 Temperature Equipment* Lansing IL 16 NA NA NA NA

75 Robertson Heating Supply Co. Alliance OH 28 246 55 0 42

76 ACES A/C Supply Houston TX 14 130 0 0 100

77 Behler-Young Grand Rapids MI 16 175 5 0 95

78 Ed’s Supply Co. Nashville TN 14 198 0 0 100

79 Colonial Commercial Corp. Hawthorne NJ 19 177 40 0 40

80 Kenny Pipe & Supply* Nashville TN 11 NA NA NA NA

81 Plumb Supply* Des Moines IA 17 NA NA NA NA

82 Aireco Supply* Savage MD 39 NA NA NA NA

83 Cregger Co. Columbia SC 24 170 95 0 5

84 Harry Cooper Supply* Springfield MO 3 NA NA NA NA

85 O’Connor Co.* Lenexa KS 5 NA NA NA NA

86 Pacific Plumbing Supply Co. Seattle WA 17 140 85 5 10

87 Deacon Industrial Supply King of Prussia PA 2 105 2 88 0

88 Ridgewood Corp.* Harriman NY 17 NA NA NA NA

89 Rampart Supply Colorado Springs CO 2 149 65 35 0

90 Refrigeration Sales Corp. Valley View OH 10 118 5 0 95

91 Smardan-Hatcher Co. Gardena CA 6 110 40 50 0

92 S.W. Anderson Sales Corp. Farmingdale NY 8 140 0 0 94

93 Independent Pipe & Supply Corp. Canton MA 6 96 15 85 0

94 Hinkle Metals & Supply* Birmingham AL 10 NA NA NA NA

95 Solar Supply* Lake Charles LA 50 NA NA NA NA

96 Eastern Industrial Supplies Greenville SC 13 165 12 88 0

97 Puget Sound Pipe and Supply Co. Kent WA 7 96 0 100 0

98 Temperature Systems* Madison WI 2 120 5 0 95

99 Aaron & Co. Piscataway NJ 6 150 52 24 22

100 All-Tex Pipe & Supply Dallas TX 6 131 0 100 0

24_sht0509Premier150.indd   2624_sht0509Premier150.indd   26 4/30/09   12:40:12 PM4/30/09   12:40:12 PM


